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Introduct ion
T h i s  b o o k  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  s u p p o r t  m y  T i k t o k  P l a y l i s t
' The  New Drummer 's  Too lk i t ' .  E a c h  p a g e  i s
i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  y o u ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c l i c k  o n  t h e  v i d e o
l o g o  o n  t h e  t o p  r i g h t  h a n d  o f  t h e  p a g e  t o  t a k e  y o u
s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  T i k t o k  v i d e o  l e s s o n .  I  k n o w  m a n y
p e o p l e  p r e f e r  t o  l e a r n  w i t h  p r i n t e d  s h e e t s  s o  f e e l
f r e e  t o  p r i n t  t h i s  e B o o k  o u t  s o  y o u

c a n  r e a d  t h e  g r o o v e s ,  f i l l s  a n d  e x e r c i s e s  w h i l s t  p r a c t i c i n g .

I f  y o u ' r e  c o m p l e t e l y  n e w  t o  d r u m m i n g  a n d  c a n ' t  r e a d  d r u m
m u s i c  d o n ' t  w o r r y  t h e  v i d e o s  b r e a k  e v e r y t h i n g  d o w n  w i t h o u t  t h e
n e e d  t o  r e a d  m u s i c .  E a c h  g r o o v e ,  f i l l  a n d  e x e r c i s e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n
w r i t t e n  i n  o u t  i n  a n  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t a b l e  w h i c h  i s  m u c h
e a s i e r  t o  i n i t i a l l y  f o l l o w  t h a n  d r u m  m u s i c .  H e r e ' s  a  l i t t l e  s n e a k
p e a k  b e l o w :

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F

8th Note Groove

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  p r e f e r  t o  u s e  ' t r a d i t i o n a l '  d r u m  n o t a t i o n  d o n ' t
f e a r ,  I  h a v e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  e a c h  e x a m p l e  w i t h  f u l l  d r u m  n o t a t i o n .
I  h a v e  a d d e d  a  d r u m  k e y  o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  w h i c h  t e l l s  y o u  w h i c h
d r u m  v o i c e s  l a n d  w h e r e .

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/welcome


D r u m  K i t

D I A G R A M  O F  D R U M  K I T

D R U M  K E Y

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s

4 .  
M i d  T o m

5 .  
H i  T o m

6 .  
R i d e

7 .  
H i - H a t

8 .  
C r a s h

9 .  
P e d a l  
H i - H a t

3 .  
S n a r e

1 .  B a s s / K i c k  

2 .  
L o w  T o m

A s  d r u m s  a r e  s u c h  a  n e w  i n s t r u m e n t ,  j u s t  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s  o l d ,
d r u m  n o t a t i o n  h a s n ' t  b e c o m e  s t a n d a r d i s e d .  T h i s  m e a n s  n o t  e v e r y
d r u m  b o o k  w i l l  w r i t e  t h e  d r u m  v o i c e s  i n  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  o n  t h e
s t a v e .  F o r  e x a m p l e  s o m e  d r u m  b o o k s  w i l l  w r i t e  T o m  2  w h e r e  T o m
1  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  b o o k .  T h i s  m e a n s  e v e r y  t i m e  y o u  u s e  a  n e w
d r u m  b o o k ,  b e  s u r e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  D r u m  K e y / D r u m  L e g e n d  t o
e n s u r e  y o u  a r e  p l a y i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  n o t e s .

T A K E  N O T E

1 .
K i c k  

2 .  
L o w  T o m

4 .  
M i d  T o m

5 .  
H i  T o m

6 .  
R i d e

7 .  
H i - H a t

8 .  
C r a s h

9 .  
P e d a l  
H i - H a t

3 .  
S n a r e



H o w  t o  u s e  t h i s  b o o k

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

G R O O V E S
G r o o v e s  a r e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  a l l
c o n t e m p o r a r y  d r u m m i n g .  T h i s  s e c t i o n
g i v e s  y o u  e v e r y  g r o o v e  y o u  n e e d  t o  s t a r t
p l a y i n g  i n  a n y  m u s i c a l  s c e n a r i o .  

T E C H N I Q U E

P l a y i n g  t h e  r i g h t  n o t e s  i n  t h e  r i g h t  o r d e r  i s
o n e  t h i n g ,  b u t  t o  t r u l y  e x p a n d  y o u r  p l a y i n g
r a n g e  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y ,  g o o d  t e c h n i q u e  i s  a
m u s t .  W a n t  t o  p l a y  f a s t e r  a n d  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g
s t u f f ?  T h e n  t h i s  i s  t h e  s e c t i o n  f o r  y o u .

N E E D  H E L P ?

I f  y o u  g e t  s t u c k  a t  a n y  p o i n t  j u s t  c l i c k  t h e
d i s c o r d  l o g o  i n  t h e  b o t t o m  r i g h t  o f  e a c h
p a g e .  H e r e  y o u ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c h a t  a m o n g s t
f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  i f  y o u ' r e  l u c k y  I
m i g h t  b e  a r o u n d !

F I L L S
I f  G r o o v e s  a r e  t h e  b r e a d  t h e n  F i l l s  a r e  t h e
b u t t e r ,  T h e y  o f t e n  h e l p  y o u   t e l l  t h e  r e s t
o f  a  b a n d  t h a t  y o u ' r e  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  f r o m
o n e  s e c t i o n  o f  a  s o n g  t o  a n o t h e r . . . n o t  t o
m e n t i o n  t h e y ' r e  g r e a t  f u n .

T o  k e e p  t h i s  c o u r s e  s i m p l e  I ' v e  s p l i t  i t  i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  s o
y o u  c a n  j u m p  i n t o  w h a t e v e r  s e c t i o n  y o u ' d  p r e f e r  t o  w o r k  o n
t h a t  d a y .  I ' d  s u g g e s t  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  g r o o v e s  b u t  o n c e  y o u ' v e
g o t  a  c o u p l e  o f  t h o s e  d o w n  f e e l  f r e e  t o  m o v e  a r o u n d  a s  y o u
p l e a s e .

A P P L I C A T I O N S

T o  v i e w  t h e  v i d e o  f o r  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  p a g e
c l i c k  t h e  v i d e o  i c o n  i n  t h e  t o p  r i g h t  h a n d
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p a g e .

V I D E O S

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/grooves
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/technique
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/fills
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/how-to-use
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/grooves
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/fills
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/technique
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM


B e f o r e  y o u  P l a y

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Before you get started let's make sure you've got down some
of the basics like holding the sticks and having your drum kit

set up correctly...

How To Hold A Drum Stick

Tips For Practicing Drums

General Kit Set Up Advice

Stool Height

Snare Height

Setting Up The Rest of The Kit

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/how-to-hold-drum-sticks
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/tips-for-practicing-drums
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/stool-height
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/snare-height
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup-toms-cymbals


CLICK TO JOIN
WAITING LIST

LEARN 2 YEARS
OF DRUMMING 

IN 28 DAYS

LEARN 2 YEARS
OF DRUMMING 

IN 28 DAYS

https://www.alpynehq.com/memberships
https://forms.wix.com/f/7197305378038612823
https://forms.wix.com/f/7197305378038612823


Grooves

Count 1 2 3 4

Hi-Hat R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

1/4 Note Groove

Drum Notation

If you're unsure on how to hold the sticks then click here and I'll show you

Not sure how to hold the sticks?

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/quarter-note-groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/how-to-hold-drum-sticks


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

8th Note Groove

Drum Notation

If you'd like to learn more rock grooves then click here to download my new
eBook '10 Rock Grooves'. Each example has three difficulty levels so you can

choose whichever examples suits your level.

Want to learn more rock grooves?

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/eighth-note-groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/10-rock-grooves-vol-1


Grooves

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R L R L L R L R L R L L R L

Snare R R

Kick F F F F

I know jumping into 16th notes can be tricky but don't give up! If you're at all
confused or have any questions just jump on over to my DISCORD and you

can ask me anything is the #your-questions chat.

1 e & a 2 e & a 3 e & a 4 e & a

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

16th Note Groove

Drum Notation

Don't loose hope!

C l i c k  m e  t o  j o i n  d i s c o r d
⬇⬇⬇⬇

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/16thnotegroove
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH


Grooves

Count 1 2 3 4 5 6

Hi-Hat R R R R R R

Snare L

Kick F

6
8

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

6/8 Groove

Drum Notation

If you're unsure on what 6/8 is then click here and I'll show you

Not sure what 6/8 is?

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/6/8groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/what-is-a-time-signature
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/what-is-a-time-signature
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/what-is-a-time-signature


Grooves

Count 1 2 3

Hi-Hat R R R

Snare L L

Kick F

1 2 3

3
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

3/4 Groove 1

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/3/4
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 +

Hi-Hat R R R

Snare L

Kick F

1 & 2 & 3 &

3
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

3/4 Groove 2

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/3/4
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Shuffle Groove (Swung)

Drum Notation

Swing is a daunting beast so If you've only just started playing and this makes
zero sense to you just jump on over to my DISCORD and you can ask me
anything is the #your-questions chat. Click the discord icon below to join.

Swing is hard!

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/shuffle
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Tom

Mid-Tom L L L L

Snare Flam Flam

Low-Tom R R R R

Kick K K K K

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

We Will Rock You

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/we-will-rock-you
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R

Snare

Hi-Hat
Foot

F F

Play Ride

1 2 & 3 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Jazz Groove (Swung)

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/jazz
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Disco Groove

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/disco
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare
(X=Cross stick)

X

Kick F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Reggae Groove (Swung)

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/reggae
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R

Snare L L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

1 2 3 & 4

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum & Bass

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/drum-&-bass
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L L L

Kick F F F F

1 & a 2 & 3 & a 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Soca Groove

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/soca
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L L L

Kick F F F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Polka Groove

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/polka
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Snare R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

Kick F F F F

Hi-hat
Foot

LF LF LF LF

1 e & a 2 e & a 3 e & a 4 e & a

4
4

LF = Left Foot

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Samba Pattern

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/samba
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

1 e & a R e & a 3 e & a R e & a

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R

Snare (L) (L) R (L) (L)

Kick F

Brackets=Ghost Note

Ghost Note Groove

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/ghostnote-groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare L L L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & a 3 & 4 & R

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Very Common Groove

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/really-common-groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 + 2 + Tri Pu Let Tri Pu Let 4 +

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R

Snare L (L) (L) (L) (L) R

Kick F F F F

6
1 2 R L L R L L R R

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Adding Triplets

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/add-triplets
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Grooves

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

High Tom L L

Snare L L

Low Tom R R R R R R R R

Kick F F

1 & 2 & a 3 e & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

Tom Groove

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/cool-tom-groove
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
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F ills

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Tom R L

Mid-Tom R L

Snare R L

Low-Tom R L

Kick

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

8th Note Fill

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/8thnotefill
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Hi-Tom R L

Mid-Tom

Snare R L R L

Low-Tom R L

Kick

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Snare High Snare Low

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/sn-sn-hi-hi-sn-sn-lo-lo
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R R R R R R

Snare L R L R L

Kick F F

1 & 2 & 3 & 4 e & a

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

16th Note Fill

Drum Notation

You can put those four 16th notes (4e+a) around the kit wherever you want!
Just play around with what sounds good to you, there's no hard-and-fast rule
here so be creative! If it helps jot down the order of the drums on a piece of

paper and practice the fill on its own before playing the groove before, just to
get used to where your hands are going to play.

If you're still stuck then head over to discord and ask for some help.

Remember!

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/1beat16thsfill
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM


F ills

Count 1 + 2 + 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R R R R

Hi-Tom R

Mid-Tom

Snare L R L R L

Low-Tom R

Kick F

1 & 2 & 3 e & 4 e &

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

'Tiki Bom Tiki Bom' Fill

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/tikibom
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat

Hi-Tom LR LR

Mid-Tom LR LR

Snare LR LR LR LR

Low-Tom LR LR

Kick F F F F F F

1 e & a 2 e & a 3 e & a 4 e & a

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

The Phil Collins Fill

Drum Notation

LR = Flam (Can also be played RL)

Learning to read drum notation is no small task but don't worry I'll be making
videos on reading very soon. In the meantime, if you have any burning

questions, come join my DISCORD and you can ask me anything is the #your-
questions chat.

Too Many Dots?

C l i c k  m e  t o  j o i n  d i s c o r d
⬇⬇⬇⬇

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/philcollinsfill
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Tom R L R L R

Snare R L R L R

Low-
Tom

R L R L

Kick

Learning to read drum notation is no small task but don't worry I'll be making
videos on reading very soon. In the meantime, if you have any burning

questions, come join my DISCORD and you can ask me anything is the #your-
questions chat.

R L R L R R L R L R R L R L

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

'Stick it up my...' Fill

Drum Notation

Too Many Dots?

C l i c k  m e  t o  j o i n  d i s c o r d
⬇⬇⬇⬇

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/stick-it-up-my
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH


F ills

Count Tri Pu Let 1

Hi-Tom L

Snare R

Low-Tom R

Kick F

Learning to read drum notation is no small task but don't worry I'll be making
videos on reading very soon. In the meantime, if you have any burning

questions, come join my DISCORD and you can ask me anything is the #your-
questions chat.

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Ti Ka Di Bom

Drum Notation

Too Many Dots?

C l i c k  m e  t o  j o i n  d i s c o r d
⬇⬇⬇⬇

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/tikadibom
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH


F ills

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Badum Tish

Why did the

drummer cross

the road?

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/badum-tish
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/badum-tish


F ills

Count 1 Trip Let 2 Trip Let 3 Trip Let 4 Trip Let

Hi-Hat R R R R

Snare (L) L (L) L (L) L (L) L

Kick F F F F

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
1 a 2 a 3 a 4 a R L L R L L R L L R L L

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Shuffle Fill

Drum Notation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/blues-shuffle-fill
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + Tri Pu Let

T
r
i

Pu Let

Hi-Hat R R R R R R

Snare L R (L) L R (L) L

Kick F F

6

1 2 3 R L L R L L

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

Triplet Fill

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/triplet-fill
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


F ills

R L R R L L R L R R L L

4
4

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Tom R

Snare L R R L L L R R L L

Low-Tom R

Kick F F

Doubles Fill

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/doubles-fill
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
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Technique

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Setting up your kit well is essential to achieving the best
technique possible. So if you haven't already be sure to watch

the videos below on setting up your drums.

General Kit Set Up Advice

Stool Height

Snare Height

Setting Up The Rest of The Kit

Kit Setup

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/stool-height
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/snare-height
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/kit-setup-toms-cymbals


Technique

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Snare R L R L R L R L

The 4 'Must-know' Rudiments

Single Strokes

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Snare R R L L R R L L

Double Strokes

Count 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +

Snare R L R R L R L L

Paradiddles

Right Hand lead or Left Hand Lead

Snare LR Practice Both RL

Flams

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/the4rudiments
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/singlesrudiment
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/doublesrudiment
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/paradiddlesrudiment
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/flamsrudiment
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Technique

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

The 5th 'Must-know' Rudiment

Right Hand lead or Left Hand Lead

Snare LLR Practice Both RRL

Drags

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/drags
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/drags
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Technique

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

R L R R L L R L R R L L

4
4

Drum Notation

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Tom R

Snare L R R L L L R R L L

Low-Tom R

Kick F F

Doubles Fill

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/doubles-fill
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/singlesrudiment
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


Technique

Count 1 E + A 2 E + A 3 E + A 4 E + A

Hi-Hat R R R R R R R R

Snare (L) L (L) (L) (L) L (L) (L)

Kick F F

R L R R L R L L R L R R L R L L

4
4

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Drum Notation

Paradiddle Groove

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/paradiddles-in-grooves
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/singlesrudiment
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/paradiddlesrudiment
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma


P u t t i n g  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

Now it's time to put everything together and
improvise your own grooves and fills!

Improvisation

https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/improv
https://www.alpynehq.com/drummerstoolkit/improv


SUMMARY

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s / E m m a  T a y l o r

S E E  Y O U  S O O N

P e a c e  o u t
E m m a  T a y l o r

Emma Taylor

T h a n k s  f o r  t u n i n g  i n  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y e d  w o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s
b o o k .  R e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  y o u  c a n
c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  f o r  q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e .

I f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  a l r e a d y  b e  s u r e  t o  j o i n  m y  d i s c o r d  c h a n n e l  w h e r e
y o u  c a n  g e t  e v e n  m o r e  h e l p  f r o m  o u r  a m a z i n g  p r i v a t e
c o m m u n i t y !  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  c o n t e n t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  f o r
m e  t o  c r e a t e  n e x t .

E n j o y e d  t h i s  b o o k  b u t  w a n t  t o  t a k e  s o m e  t h i n g s  a  l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ?

Y o u  c a n  e i t h e r  p u r c h a s e  t h e m  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  s i g n  u p  t o  m y
m e m b e r s h i p  t o  g e t  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  o f  m y  b a c k  c a t a l o g u e  o f  c o n t e n t
p l u s  m u c h  m o r e .  

W H A T ' S  N E X T ?

CLICK TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT MY MEMBERSHIP

https://www.alpynehq.com/memberships
https://www.alpynehq.com/memberships
https://www.alpynehq.com/memberships
https://www.alpynehq.com/memberships


Ut il it ies

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  u t i l i t i e s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k !  H e r e  y o u  c a n  f i n d   
c o n t e n t  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b o o k
d i r e c t l y / i n d i r e c t l y .  W e  h a v e  a d d e d  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n  o u r  b o o k s  t o
k e e p  t h e  f r o n t  e n d  o f  t h e  b o o k  c l u t t e r - f r e e !

E a c h  p a g e  i s  p r i n t a b l e  ( a s  i s  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b o o k ! )  a n d  t e a c h e r s
y e s ,  w e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  h a p p y  f o r  y o u  t o  p r i n t  o f f  t h e s e  u t i l i t y
p a g e s   a n d  h a n d  t h e m  t o  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  i n  l e s s o n s .  A s  w e  a r e
t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  t h e  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  l o w  a s  p o s s i b l e  w e
w o u l d  h o w e v e r  a p p r e c i a t e  i f  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t
o f  t h e  b o o k .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  r e a l l y  a b o u t  y o u ,  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  s o  p l e a s e  l e t  u s
k n o w  i f  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  u s  t o  a d d  i n t o  t h e
u t i l i t i e s  a n d  w e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t  f o r  o u r  n e x t  u p d a t e  o n  t h i s
b o o k .

S u g g e s t i o n s  ( f o r  b o t h  t h e  b o o k  a n d  u t i l i t i e s )  c a n  b e  s e n t  t o
E m m a  o n  h e r  d i s c o r d  -  c l i c k  d i s c o r d  i c o n  b e l o w  t o  g e t  a c c e s s .

W A N T  S O M E T H I N G  A D D E D ?

W H A T  A R E  U T I L I T I E S ?

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s

C l i c k  t o  j o i n  d i s c o r d
⬇⬇⬇⬇

https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://www.tiktok.com/@sounds_like_emma
https://discord.gg/Zd3mWMzcKM
https://discord.gg/vwRCDmGH


N o t e  v a l u e s

1 6 t h  N o t e  ( S e m i q u a v e r )  =  1 / 4  B e a t 1 6 t h  N o t e  ( S e m i q u a v e r )  R e s t  =  1 / 4  B e a t

C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 2  -  A l p y n e  E n t e r p r i s e s

H a l f  N o t e  ( M i n i m )  =  2  B e a t s

1 / 4  N o t e  ( C r o t c h e t )  =  1  B e a t

8 t h  N o t e  ( Q u a v e r )  =  1 / 2  B e a t

( 8 t h  N o t e s  c a n  b e  w r i t t e n  a s  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e s e )

H a l f  N o t e  ( M i n i m )  R e s t  =  2  B e a t s

1 / 4  N o t e  ( C r o t c h e t )  R e s t  =  1  B e a t

8 t h  N o t e  ( Q u a v e r )  R e s t  =  1 / 2  B e a t

W h o l e  N o t e  ( S e m i b r e v e )  =  4  B e a t s W h o l e  N o t e  ( S e m i b r e v e )  R e s t  =  4  B e a t s

N O T E  V A L U E S R E S T  V A L U E S
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